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PREFACE, 



London, May 14* *798. 

THE Letters of which the following are literal 
Copies, were found on board a Danijh Jhip* 
lately brought into one of our ports, by the Dia- 
mond frigate. The originals were enclofed in a co- 
ver direcled to "Dr. Pneftley, in America." They 
have been exhibited, with the ufual attefiations, in 
the High Court of Admiralty, as part of the evi- 
dence in the proceedings againjl the aboyementioned 
jhip and her cargo, and are now remaining on re- 
cord in the public regi/lry of that court. Their 
authenticity is, therefore, placed beyond a difpute, 
and may be perfonally afcertained by any man who 
chufes to take that trouble, 

Thefe letters relate almoft exclufively to Public 
Matters; and their contents mujl be deemed inter- 
ejling to every man who has a ftake in the welfare 
of his country, or of any other civilized nation. 
Of the Jituation of the writers, and of the means 
of their information, little need be f aid -, becaufe the 
letters them/elves fpeak fufficiently to thofe points. 
Mr. J. H. Stone is the brother of the perfon, ac- 
quitted 

* The Chriftiana, Nicholas Albofted, Matter. 
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quitted about two years ago, on a charge of car- 
rying on a treasonable correj'pondence with France, 
in conjunction with one Jack/on, who was convicted 
at Dublin, on ajimilar accufation. Mr. Stone has 
been fettled at Paris ever Ji nee the revolution; he 
is the friend of Priejiley and Talleyrand, and is 
intimately connected with Citizen Gallois.% Cj the 
Lady nothing need be faid, beyond what is publicly 
known, or what thefe letters will fupply. Nor do 
the character and principles of Dr. Priejiley require 
any illujlration, any more than the nature of his 
Prophecies, on the jaith of which he is invited, by 
Mr. Stone , to return and fx his refidence in Eng- 
land, " Such as England will then be." A re- 
commendation with which the Dotlor may pojtbly 
not yet think it prudent to comply. 

The papers themfelves abound with matter of the 
mojl ferious reflection. Volumes of commentaries 
might be written on fuch a text. If the ani- 
mq/ity of thefe apojtate EnglijJ.fnen againji their 
own country, their convict ion that no fubmiffions 
will avert our danger, and their description of 
the engines employed by the Directory J or our de- 
Jlrudtion, were impreffed, as they ought to be, up- 
on the minds of all our countrymen, we fljould cer- 
tainly never again be told of the innocent dejigns. 
of thefe traitors, or their ajj'ociates; — We Jhould 

hear 

\ This is the fame Gallois who was lately fent over here by the 
Director), on the pretence of negociating the exchange of piifoners. 
It was foon found that lie had nothing to propole on this fubjt 61 , 
and h s conduct, intcrcourfe, and cenneftions, prov ng th t his bufi- 
nefs was of a very different natuie, he was ordered to reilde at fome 
diftance from London; uppn which he mmediately quitted the country, 
although his pretended bufinefs did not require his refi.lence in town, 
but might as eafi y have been carried on in any other place, as indeed 
the fail had proved in the inlrance of Mr. Swinburn, who for many 
months was not fuftered to come to Paris. 
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hear no more declaimers, or pamphleteers, calling 
out for Peace, which even dijionour cannot pur- 
chafe;— We jhould no longer fee men of any rank 
or def crip Hon amongst us acting, in this hour of 
danger, as Mr. Stone defcribes the Directory to 
act, and flattering every paflion and every preju- 
dice, in order to diiunite the people of England 
from their Qovernment. 

Nor is it to us alone that thefe in/iruclive lef- 
fons are addrejfed, "The 'pitlure -which thefe Let- 
ters exhibit of' what has already pajl in ' Europe, 
and the prophetic Jtatement of what is yet to co?ne 9 
are calculated (if any thing can yet do it) to roufe 
the^ apathy oj thof Jurrounding Governments whofe 
ruin is fajt approaching, They will fnd here e- 
very feature and lineament of the true Jacobin 
character. They will fee the philofophical indiffer- 
ence with which Mr. Stone views the misfortunes 
of others, provided they contribute to Jupport his 
fyflems ;—his tranquil and contented acquiefcence 
in the punifiment of his friends and accomplices, 
condemned to an exile much worfe than death, for 
crimes, of which he fays, no man of common fenfe 
(even among their judges or their accufers) thought 
them guilty ;— his injulting difplay of all the pil- 
lage, projcription, and maJJ acre, which his princi- 
ples have produced within fo few years; — a pret- 
ty decent progrefs, as he 'calls it, within fo fhort 
a time! — 

" A World of Woes difpatched in little Space!" 

his exultation in the overthrow of peaceful and un- 
qff ending governments ;— his triumph over the de- 
vafation of free, and happy countries ;— the de- 
light 
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light with which he contemplates millions of his fel- 
low creatures reduced to the moji degrading flavery, 
and groaning under the yoke of the lowejt and the 
ivorji of mankind-, — and laft, but moji of all, the 
rapacious and fanguinary joy with which he enume- 
rates the frejh kingdoms and empires devoted to the 
fame deflruBion -,—cloflng the brilliant profpefl with 
the view oj his own great, glorious, and flour ijh- 
ing country, torn by intefline difcord, deflated by 
the ravages of a relentlejs and favage enemy, and 
finking under the utmojt extremities of human mi- 
feryf 

We who are not yet enlightened by this Philofo- 
phy, which tolerates every thing except Chrijiiani- 
ty, and feels for every thing but human happinefs, 
believe and truji, that there is yet a Providence who 
watches over the fate of empires— jufl and pow- 
erful to confound the devices of thefe Profligate 
Traitors, and to turn to their own dejtruclion, the 
blow which is aimed at our exi/tence. 
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Paris, 12th Feb. 1798, (1$ Pluviqfe, 6 Year.) 

DEAR SIR, 

ALTHOUGH it is now a very confiderable time 
that we have not had the pleafure of hearing im- 
mediately from you yourfelf; yet, either by way of 
England, or by Citizens coming from America, we 
are feldom for a long time without tidings of a more 
or lefs particular nature concerning you. The laft we 
received from a young Frenchman, who tells us, that 
he has been particularly acquainted with you, and 
rejoiced us with the agreeable information, that at 
the peace you would not fail to revifit Europe •, and 
that he hoped you would fix yourfelf in this country. 
Whether you fix yourfelf here or in England, (as Eng- 
land will then be) is probably a matter" of little im- 
portance, except to your friends, who will naturally be 
anxious to have you each where themfelves are fixed ; 
but we all think, that you are mifplaeed where you 
are, though, no doubt, in the way of ufefulnefs,* how- 
ever 

* Dr. Prieftley is in the way of ufefulnefs in America, becaufe he is labouring 
there, as his aflbciates are in Europe, to difunkc the people from theit govern- 
ment, and to introduce the bleflings of Fren.h anarchy ! But the fphere is too 
confined for his exertions. To produce the mifery of four or five millions ot 
men who have afforded him hofpitality and protection, and to make the Weftern 
world the fcene of deflation and confufion, is a refult good as far as it goes, but 
hardly worth the labours of this great Prophet and Philosopher!— ^iftuat m- 
felix, auguito, limUe mundi. 
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ever the fphere may be diminimccJ. As you have now* 
a frien.i on the Continent who can difcufs chb point 
with you better than myfelf, I leave it to his and your 
medication, and enter on other matte. s. 

I prcfu ne you are not fo farrerno/ed from the centre 
of the political world, in your retreat at Northumber- 
lani,f as not to be duly informed of the principal events 
paling in Europe, although you may not know much 
of the detail. You will of courfe have heard that our 
old country is now the only one left to druggie a- 
gaind the French Republic, and left under every dif- 
advantage that every friend to her real welfare would 
wi;b; namely, in a very fair way of accomplifhing 
your prophetic difcoarfes, delivered at various times, 
and divers manners, of which happily it took no ac- 
count. 

You will have heard of the vaft armaments an 1 pre- 
parations of every kind which have been making for 
forne months pad, and which are carrying forward with all 
that energy and activity which characteiizes this nation, 
when they h.ive a pu pofe in hand which they muft go 
through, cod what it will. Of it's coft they are well 
aware,* and I fhould make ufe of a term, very infig- 
nificant in the expreffion, if I faid they were only en- 
thufudic to put their projects in execution, they are fo 
earned in it as if their exidence here, and their Eternal 
welfare depended on the trial. — The invafion of Eng- 
land is a denree, or merchandize of the firft neceffity 

for 

f In America, the place of Dr. Prieftly's refidenee. 

* This pafla e may ferve to confute the foolifh notion that France If unable 
to fubdue us, is ab;e to wear us out by a contempt of expenre. The -x->endi- 
ture of France, little if at all inferior to ours, is drawn from the bowels of a 
totally exhaulted country, without any means oi external aid. Our navy by 
the protection of a continually increaiing commerce, and by the confequent ex- 
tenfion of a riculture and manufactures, contains within icfelf the principle of 
its own fupply. Nor is it probable that any member of the French govern- 
ment can even form an idea o the extent of our rcfources, when animated 
and called forth by tie pi ir which n>w n-evaits in England. 

ltmaviniiad be doubte.1, notwichtanding Mr. Stone's affertion, whether 
the DKeetory have yet learnt what the attempt will coft tbent, unlefs they have 
begun to calculate it ^n the fcale of' Marcou. 

• t f l m °V Tarkl<h 6 e,iera l having after a fiee;e of two months, and a lofs of 
eight thoufand men, taken the fort of St. Elmo, an inconfideabh iortrefs of 

" thcr coft' us"?"* " ^ ^^ ^ th? P " CC ° f thC daushtcr ' what wiU thc rao - 
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for them, and I fhould doubt whether any conceflion 
on the part of England could now avert the experi- 
ment; whether it will be a fatal one to it's government, 
time only can determine. In the mean time, the go- 
vernment here are putting in work every engine, at- 
tempting to engage every paffion, to enlift every preju- 
dice, neverthelefs, always anxious to difcriminate be- 
tween the Government and the People, flattering the 
one, as much as they profefs to execrate the other.* 

While this laft aft of the French drama of this e- 
ventful ftruggle is taking place, the Republic has been 
playing a few interludes in various parts of Europe. 
You have heard of the deftruction of the government 
of Venice, of the regeneration of that of Genoa, of 
the conftitutional fermentation of the Cifalpine Repub- 
lic; — the news of the prefent period is the fall of the 
Papal power, the poffefnon of Rome by the French 
troops on account of the late mafiacre,-}- and the for- 
mation of this country into a new government under 
the name of the Roman Republic. In like manner as 
the French troops are now employed in pulling down 
the chief Spiritual Power in one part, another portion 
is occupied in overturning the genius of Ariftocracy in 
the Swifs Cantons, each of which, under the influence 
of the French Republic, are bufied in deftroying their 
prefent tyrannic oligarchies, and melting the whole into 
an Helvetic Republic, founded on the bafisof the Plights 
of Man, with a reprefentative government. Of the 
nature of their pall governments, and the abufes which 
B they 

* The preface has already pointed out this paffage to the attention of all En- 
glifhmen. It contains the fumxnary of all that we ever could have to fear in 
this country. But the gam- is no longer concealed — the difguife is grofs and 
manifeft. Venice, Genoa, and SwhTeriand, have taught us all to eftimate the 
value of French fraternity. No artifices employed by France, no language ufed 
in this country, from whatever quarter it may com:, will now divide the 
people from their government. 

; Nothing is more curious in the hiftory of Jacobinifm thin its phrafeology. 
Are prifqners, women, priefts, and children, butchered by thousands at a time, 
in cold blood, and with every aggravated circumftance* of pruedty ? — Theft are 
tailed Rci-o'muonary Incidents, ebullitions of popular zeal. But if, by the juffi 
refentment of a people whofe religion he is infulting, and whofe government ho 
is labouring to overthrow, a Jacobin ihould perifh in a riot of his own exci- 
t ;„_ t hi s b majfacrc, for which no fatisfacTion will fuffice, Ihort 

,f delivering over * whole nation to pillage and profcription, to anarchy and 



atari 
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they contain, you will have a pretty jufl idea, if two 
volumes in Octavo, of a View of" Switzerland, writren 
by Mifs H. M. Williams, and now publishing in Lon- 
don, (hall happen to fall into your hands.* The fpi- 
rit of Equality, which has traverfed the Alps, has alfo 
entered the Rhine. The province of Suabia, is in in- 
furrection in divers places, and though troops are 
marching to endeavour to fupprefs it, we expect to hear 
that the contagion fpreads more rapidly. The flate of 
the empire is iuch, efpecially among the little provin- 
ces, as to encourage this fpirit of revolt. France at 
prefent treats the whole lb much de haut en bas y that 
the people can expect but few fentiments of refpect 
when they fee their governors treated with fo much 
contempt. | 

The Congrefs afTembled at Radftadt continue to ob- 
ject to the limits of the Rhine as the boundary of the 
French Republic; but as there is {o much force on the 
one fide, and fo little reafon on the other, it is eafy to 
decide how the matter will be arranged. At prefent 
the Rhine is the boundary; the Court of Vienna has 
contented to the ceffion, having no perfonal interefl to 
the contrary; and the King of Prufiia has actually gi- 
ven up the provinces of Cleves and Guelders, and 
whatever other territory he held on this fide the river. 
If, therefore, the Princes do not yield with a good 
grace to the prefent fecularization, they will be compel- 
led to a dill greater; and probably at this moment it 
is finally and irrevocably, determined that the whole 
Ecclefiaftical part of Germany mall be fecuralized. 

What 

* This paffacie affords a curious commentary on the work here mentioned, 
which in principle and fentiment can only be illuftrated by the condudl of the 
lie Patriots, who, after the maffacre of the ioth of Auguft, ftripped and mu- 
tilated the carcafl'es of the Swil's troors, who had then (as their brethren have 
fmte) fallen, in the difcharge of their duty, and in the defence of ajuft cavife. 
It muft here be obferved, that the unceafing induftry with which the Englifh 
rrefs is loaded with libels on every eftablimed government, and on the whole 
flate ot fociety in Europe, under the form of novels, voyag-s, letters, and anec- 
dotes, is one of thole figns of the times (as Mr. Stone calls them) which moft 
- the attention of thofc who wiih well to morality and public order. 
f No fentiment can be more juft. It would be well if every government 
iropc were impreffed with this opinion. The late difplay of the Tricolor flag 
at Vienna, proves, among a thoufand other inftances, how attentive the UifCL- 
k to the principle on which ths remark is grounded. 
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What compenfation the King of Pruflla receives is 
not yet deeded on — it is probable he will have Hano- 
ver, if arrangements can be taken without hurting the 
interefts of the neighbouring friendly powers, but no- 
thing is yet finally fettled in that quarter. 

Whatever can tend to humble the Englifh govern- 
ment is mod anxioufly fought after, in whatever fhape 
the mode of oppofition prefents itfelf. The only, or 
almoft the only, outlet for Englifh merchandize, is the 
port of Hamburgh. The French, who have at pre- 
fent long arms, have ftretched out one of their fingers 
t ) ards that own, and have, as we underftand, even 
laid it on. We expect to hear every poft that the port is 
fhut againft the Englifh, and that the Englifh merchan- 
dize which is emmagazined there, to the amount of 
three or four millions, is confiscated.* What the fate 
of chefe petty oligarchies in the North will be, is yet 
uncertain; whether thefe towns, fuch as Hamburgh, 
Embden, Franckfort, will remain as they are, under 
the great changes operating in the Empire j or whether 
they will be amalgamated with fome other territory,f 
and till the general day of deliverance arrives, which, 
according to the figns, does not appear to be at a vc- 
ry great diflance. 

Of thofe ancient and regular governments that will 
foon fall, Spain feems determined to take the lead. 
Every thing internal is big with revolution, according 
to all the accounts which travellers of obfervation and 
veracity bring us from thence. In addition to this, 
the French government are on the point of demanding 
a very ferious explanation, why, during a year and a 

half 

* The reader mufr not imagine that becaufe this prediction has not yet been. 
d, it is therefore a proof of ignorance in the writer. It is known to ma^ 
ny pcrfons, that this project was actually decided upon by France, and that its 
execution was prevented only by the fear of oppofition from thofe continental 
powers, the ruin of whole cornmerc: was involved in the confequences of fuch 
a meafure. 

f Such is the nature of the acquisitions which the Directory encourages the 
Princes of Germany to make at thj; expence of their neighbours. They are to 
be annexed to their territories only for the prefent, and till the general deliver- 
ance arrives. A (pirit of juftice or wifdom. is faid to have influenced the tvv;> 
great powers of the Empire to rejeft thefe poifoned gifts, and to refufe to lend 
themfeJves to the accompliihment of fuch iniquitous and dangerous projects. 
fymptom of returning rcafon on other points .not lefs important ! 
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half of hoftility with England, Spain has been more 
fedulous to help the common enemy, than aid the in- 
terefts of her ally the French Republic. It is not ve- 
ry doubtful that one of the interludes before alluded 
to, will be the march of an army acrofs the Pyrenees, 
through Madrid to Lifbon, unlefs the demands made 
by the French government be inftantly complied with, 
which are laid to be the delivery of the Spanifh Fleet 
into the Hands of the French, to be put under the di- 
rection of French officers, and the invafion of the king- 
dom of Portugal by the Spanifh Troops. In this al- 
ternative, it feems that Spain is placed, trembling on 
every fide for her prefent political exiftence, and with 
good reafon to tremble. If thefe two governments, 
which will then form one, be alfo revolutionized, a con- 
siderable portion of longitude and lattitude in Europe 
will take the Republican fyftem, and we fhall have 
made pretty decent progrefs, confidering the little fpace 
of time we have had to operate in, and the obftacles 
we have hitherto met with, which are at prefent con-- 
fiderably removed. 

Amidft thefe changes without, you will no doubt be 
furprized to hear of an unexpected change, that takes 
place from time to time, within. You will have trem- 
bled for our Conftitution, and probably felt Jome alarm 
for liberty on the events of the 1 8 Fructidor ; you will 
have felt fimilar dijagreeable jenjat ions, in hear i no- of 
the late arrefts of the Deputies in Holland. Thefe are 
events, no doubt very dijlreffing; but unfortunately we 
are fo placed as to be obliged to commit one evil to 
avoid an accumulation ;* no one pretends that either 
thofe men, at lead the immenfe majority of them, who 
have been fent from time to time to Cayenne, or the 
Dutch Deputies now under arreft, are enemies cither to 
Liberty or their refpective Republics ; no one of common 
fe?ife entertains this opinion : Knowing many of this 

conquered 

* Tbc invariable progreft of guilt! The confequences ef one crime P ro- 

hnorLY I °f T d,e -' tiU aC kngth a fituation aril ' cs > from ^ich there 
VcLZffV ? hcret ' lc "llous coofcfcncq, even of the moft Quinary 

L-cmocrat feels rcmorfe and honor. 

Facilis defcenfus averni, 
Sed revocare gradum! 
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conquered party intimately, I can aver, that they have 
left none behind more pure in manners, or more deci- 
ded in favour of republican liberty. But, unfortunate- 
ly, thofe of France fuffered their perfonal paffions to 
interfere with their political duties, and they lent un- 
wirtingly their aid to thofe who wifhed to cru'fh the Re- 
public, while their only aim was to crufh the men in 
power, whom they confidered as ufurpers, and whom 
they hated. The men in power were too well verfed in 
Revolutions not to amalgamate their own perfonal ene- 
mies with thofe of the State ; and hence arifes the ex- 
pedition to Cayenne. Take the inverfe; fuppofe the 
conquered party had triumphed, we fhould have either 
an interminable civil war, or Royalty if it were poffi- 
ble for this exploded fyftem to return, would have been 
reftored. Thefe exiles would themfelves have been the 
firft victims of their own operations. In Holland thefe 
deputies confirmed the government; in France the go- 
vernment overthrew the oppofition, then the oppofition 
overthrew the government. The government of Hol- 
land, though indebted for its political exiftence to 
France, has all along fhewn a moft mifplaced fpirit of 
independence; and although the reftitution of its colo- 
nies feemed the only barrier to a peace with England, 
has manifefted a confiderable degree of tardinefs to join 
in the operations againft that power. The imprudent 
and ever fufpected condu<5t of the government, m 
fending out the fleet to be taken by the EngHIh, and 
the reluctance they have fhewn to come to any conftitu- 
tional fettlement, on the bafis of equality, fuch as it is 
now generally underftood, has led the French govern- 
ment to lend its hand to the party of the oppofition, 
who were more complying, and the government has 
changed its hands. It was not difficult to forefee that 
this event or a fimilar would take place. I had occafi- 
on to notice, during a fhort vifit I made this laft fum- 
mer at the Hague, that cordiality between the two go- 
vernments would not be of very long duration ; and of- 
tentimes they were told by M. Noel, the French am- 
baflador, as he himfelf informed me, that unlefs they 
would defer their extreme love of independence to a more 

convenient 
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convenient Jeajon, and join more heartily with the 
French government in its great plan, they would rue 
the confequence,* which the event has juftified. It is 
happy, however, that thefe evils are not out of the 
reach of repair — the peace will, no doubt, reftore eve- 
ry thing to its original pofition. 

In the mean while every thing within is in a Hate of 
the mod perfect tranquility. The public force has com- 
preffed the attempts both of Jacobins and Royalifts, 
and there appears no kind of reafon for fuppofing that 
we ihall have any more of thefe civil movements at pre- 
sent. The country, fo far as refpects its domicile flare 
is more advantageoufly fituated than any other in Eu- 
rope. Agriculture was never fo much the rage, and 
manufactures, but for the great encouragement given 
to Englijh produce, would have been equally thriving. 
Every thing in this country is as cheap again as in Eng- 
land j bread is from a half-penny to three farthings a 
pound ; meat from threepence to fourpence, and other 
articles in proportion. + The difference of expence 
will no doubt make France the refidence of vaft num- 
bers at the peace, independent of its other attractions, 
fuch as its being the centre of every thing that is fub- 
lime and elegant in the arts. The fpoils of Italy are 
on their way to Paris. There will be collected in 
one point of view, efpecially fince the late events at 
Rome, all that formerly attracted the vifits of travel- 
lers to various parts of Italy. The government is al- 
io folicitous to make the beit ufe of the treafure which 
it poflefTes, by conflructing mufeums, academies, 
walks ; and by renovating the public promenades and 
gardens; recal, as far as poffible, the brilliant, fcien- 
tific, and literary seras of the Grecian republics. 

If there is any thing that meets with difcouragement 
from government in this country, that refers to pub- 
lic inftruction, it is the remains of the Roman Catho- 
lic 

* This is the people whoa France profefTed to deliver from the yoke of 

Engl-. •> 

l ^- T r e ^ alfehood of thls action hardly deferves refutation Every one know* 

that in fuch a comparifon, the quality, as well as the nominal price of the 
t:clcs, muft be confident. 
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lie Religion, which, with all the letters and laws of 
tolerance which have been paffed, has not been able 
to raife itfelf up from under the crufh of the interdict 
which the combined powers of philofophy and terror 
have laid on it. You have heard, no doubt, of 
the new feci: which now has ufurped every church 
in Paris, under the name of Theophilanthrophifm. 
This feci is prohibited by the government -, but it is 
in the hands of ignorant men, who do not know how 
to ufe the weapons that are put into their hands. 
They are, however, for the moft part well intentioned j 
and were they the means of information, would pro- 
bably make good Chrtjlians. Nothing is read here on 
thefe fubjectsj becaufe nothing is wrote. We have 
feen nothing but Mr. Paine's Age of Reafon •, of 
which an immenfe edition in French was pubtifhed, 
and not twenty copies were fold. I am told he has al- 
fo been rejected from the fociety of the Theophilan- 
thropes, on the charge of intolerance. They have, at 
leaft, refufed his offers of public inftruction. Some 
atheiftical tracts have been publifhed, which have been 
little attended to, and the mind is floating at prefent, 
not knowing on what ground to repofe, unwilling to 
reject the Chriftian religion, and yet ignorant how to 
diftinguifh the wheat from the chaff. 

Our national inftitute goes on, reading and pub- 
liming, and has juft appearance of activity, though 
nothing of very considerable importance has been done 
lince its formation. I believe I mentioned to you in my 
laft letter, that Favery is about to publifh a Hiftory of 
Chemiftry, or at leaft, is bufily employed in writing, in 
the mode, as I understand from himfelf, of your Hif- 
tory of Optics and Electricity. I have a packet of 
books clone up for you, at a bookfeller's ; but the 
hopes of feeing you in France hindered me from fend- 
ing them at the period I might have fent them, and 
now it would be extremely hazardous, fince all Ame- 
rican veffels are made prizes, and there is no fecurity 
of conveyance ; neverthclefs, if I find a fortunate op- 
portunity 
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portunity I fhall fend them, for I fear that we fhall 
yet delay to fee you here. 

Whether we fhall continue or increafe our hoftilities 
towards the United States, is as yet uncertain ; all de- 
pends on the great operation directing againfl Eng- 
land.* If that fucceeds, Englifh influence will pro- 
bably not predominate amongft you. In the mean 
time, it is mod likely that the French will go on as at 
prefent, treating with as little ceremony as ufual every 
thing that relates to America. John Adams's fpeech 
on the opening of congrefs caufed a few fmiles; the 
more fo, as it was underftood to be a fpeech full of 
thunder and menace againfh France. Nothing is 
wanting but the interpofition of fome upright and pa- 
triotic citizen, to fettle f the mifunderftanding; but I 
fear it will not be done in John Adams's time. 

I inclofe a note for our friend M. B. P.; but as ig- 
norant of the name he bears at prefent among you, I 
mud beg you to feal and addrefs it. We have heard 
nothing of him fmce his departure, and know but 
vaguely that he is fecreted at prefent at Kennebeck. 
Mr. Skipwith has promifed that a letter fhall be con- 
veyed fafely to you : I have therefore taken the oppor- 
tunity of writing you a triple letter ; and but for fear 
of wearying your patience, fo much multiplied are e- 
vents, I could fill half a dozen more. The Hiftory of 
the events in France of the lad year you will find 
pretty largely detailed in the New Annual Regifter,j: 
to which my prefent is a kind of fupplement; but we 
hope that you will not long delay to be a fellow-wit- 

nefs 

* Mr. Stone's opinion on this point is not lingular. There are few perfoni 
in Europe or America who do not now feel that their exiftence depends on our 
fafety. If more anxiety is not exorefled on the fubjccl: by foreigners, it pro- 
ceeds from the confidence which our fleets infpirc, and to which they are well 
entitled. We, for our part, have a ftronger ground of confidence — a confidence 

IN OURSELVES. 

f If report is to be credited, the Directory were by no means averfe to fett.'t 
the mi] under fianding in the ufual mode, of the particulars of which M. D*Aranjo, 
and other negotiators, who have treated perfonally with them, can give a very 
accurate account, provided they are out the reach of a mandnt d^arret. What 
pity that no upright and patriotic citizen could be found to comply with this up- 
right and patriotic demand ! 

% This reference is very chara&eriftic of the principles and views whUh li*vc 
uniformly directed the publication here mentioned. 
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fiefs of them with ourfelves. I remain, with fend- 
ments of th- higheft refpecr, 
Your very faithful 

And fincere friend, 

J. H. STONE. 
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MY DEAR SIR, 

AVERY fafe conveyance, by a friend of Mr. 
Skipwith, having prefented itfelf, I have taken 
occafion to addrefs fomething like a packet to Dr. 
Prieftley, and (hall alfo take the fame opportunity of 
fending a few lines to yourfelf. We reft in faith, that 
you are fafe and found on fome portion of the great 
Continent; but in what fign of the zodiack, we are as 
ignorant as if you were in the moon. We have heard 
nothing of you, or from you, dire&ly or indirectly, 
fmce your departure; and, according to all appearance, 
ihall have nothing from you till your return. I fup- 
pofe, at leafl, you are wichin the knowledge of hu- 
man events, which are pafTing fo rapidly around us, as 
to furniih you with fufficient food for meditation even 
in your retreat. You will, no doubt, be a little fur- 
prifed, and not a little pleafed, to know that there ex- 
ifts two fuch powers in the world as the Reman Re- 
public and the Helvetian Republic, one and indivifible. 
Theie operations are now taking place with great ce- 
lerity; and, I fuppofe, it will not be long before you 
will hear of an Iberian Republic, of Lufitanian Re- 
public, &c. &c. &c. In fhort, the political world 
rolls fo rapidly, that we fcarce have time to look a- 
round us, and admire the revolution of one fpot, be- 
fore we are called off to look after another. Turkey 
is not exempt from the contagion. The Grecian States 
have felt the influence of the general infurredhen, and 
both the northern and fouthern Hates in Europe, of 
C this 
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this empire, are in a ftate of rebellious combuftion, 
You will alfo have been much furpnfed to have feen 
the hiftory of our internal rebellions, fince your depar- 
ture — the promotion and exile of Barthelemy — the pro- 
motion of Talleyrand, and his remaining in place*— 
the miffion of our friend Gallois, &c. With refpecl. to 
the events of the 18th Fructidor, you have, no doubt, 
from your very intimate knowledge of the polirics of 
this country, drawn the juft conclufions. It has been 
a happy event for the country, and attended with the 
happieft confluences. Regret no doubt that thefe in- 
dividual evils take [lace, but incalculable evils have 
thereby been avoided; for though the conquered party 
had no view against the Repu lic, yet the hofts 
of emigrants and royalifts, armed and prepared for ac- 
tion, which at that time rilled Paris, relied on this 
party for their fupport. 

The government fince has condu&ed itfelf with 
great prudence and moderation, confidering the cir- 
cumftances in which it was placed. It has, however, 
taken a firm f and is likely to meet with no 

more difturbances. The minifter who has the greatefl 
influence, and who throws a luftre over the reft, is the 
Citizen Talleyrand. He fo conduces himfelf, as not 
only to make h.s place refpectable, but fo as to infure 
his continuance in it. We are alfo good friends ~I 
fee him now and then at his hotel, and once or twice 
he has done me the honour of a vifit. On occafions, 
which fome day in the hiftory of events I may tell you, 
he continually enquires for you, and begs his beft re- 
membrances. The great actor is the Director Merlin 
-- he was at our houfe the day before yefterday, and 
we renewed our acquaintance. 

The 

* This is .juftly ftared, The promotion (as it is called) of a noble, a prieft, 
> bilhop, a/id an emigre, to be one of the minifters of the Directory, might well 
lurprize a. pcrfon who haJ probably fecn and converfed with Talleyrand in Ame- 
nta. To be prom >tea and then exiled, is not ndect matter of much furprizc, 
but to be prom .ted and to remain for any confiderable time in place has not 
happened to any revolutionift yet, and we believe it never will; though Mr. 
Stone tells us, that Talleyrand fo conduits himfelf as to make his place refpedable, 
and to infure his continuance in it — Two things which do not leem very confid- 
ent, when applied to the fituatbn of a Minifter of the French Directory. 

f Not legible. 
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The perfon who goes out next month is Francois De 
Neufchateau,* and his fucceffbr will be named in 
confequence of a new regulation by the prefent legifla- 
ture; fo mat the fame fpirit will continue to direct c- 
perations as before, The police is very ftrong and ac- 
tive;— many towns in the South Army (among which 
Lyons) are put en etat de fiege^ and every meafurc 
has been taken to reprefs the fpirit of fanaticifm and 
royalty, which, without the iSth Fruftidor, would 
have overturned the Republic, or plunged it into the 
horrors of civil war and confufion. 

Your convert is very bufy in collecting over the re- 
mains of his tottering faith; the good man has juft 
Written a letter to the Grand Inquifition of Spain 4 
which tranflated into Spanifh, is to be diftributed in 
that country. Spain is not very far from a revolution, 
and it is likely that thefe latter events will take place 
before the Englifh expedition, for which immenfe pre- 
parations are making. Of the revolution of Switzer- 
land you will fee the accounts in the public papers, 
Our friend Le Grand is preparing a conftitution for the 
new republic. Ochs has been very officious in this 
bufinefs, and has been here (hewing himfelf off as the 
fole and great regenerator of his country. However, 
the thing is done; and the three coloured flag, with 
William Tell's hat, has difplaced the J on 

the Council Houfe of Berne. You will probably fee 
Mifs W's two volumes of Travels by the time this 
reaches you. 

And now a few words on Domeftic affairs. The 
manufactory of which you laid the corner ftone is now 
finimed, and forms one of the fineft eftablifhments in 

France, 

* This is the true fyftem of a conftitutionat rotation of office by lot, when 
the perfon on whom the lot is to fall is knjwn and declared, three months be- 
fore the dice are caft. Since this w*s written, it is reported that thefe great men 
have quarrelled about the price of this political fwindling, and that they arc all 
to ftand their lot except Merlin. 

f Obferve the pidure drawn by thefe confnirators of the country in which 
they live, and which they fay is in its domeftic ftate more advantageoufly fituated 
than the reft of Europe -Its manufadures are annihilated, its religion is in- 
terdicted, the public mind is floating between atheifts and drivellers.— Is legifla- 
tors and governors are feized and tranfported without the pretence of guilt — ?lts 
principal cities are in a date, of fiege— And all this is done to avoid an accumu- 
lation of worfe evils ! 

X Not legible. 
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France. — But it has been fubject to many mutations 
fince you left us :--- Mr. Parker, for inftance, has met 
with fuch a reverfe of fortune, that he lias not been a- 
ble to pay more than one-third of one action;—- neither 
De Wit nor Van Stephent, or any of their original 
properties, are any thing in it. But we have among our 
friends got a very refpectable company, who have paid 
in their mares, and the eftablifhment is new entirely. 
I have paid in two fhaics, and am allowed till Prairial 
to make up the third, by the pot or pearl am we ex- 
pect from America. If they do not arrive, I forfeit 
the pledge I have put in. Whether that is to come, if 
you would give us a fingle line to inform us, you 
would much oblige us. You will not be difpleafed at 
this work of your hands, when you come to fee what 
a fuperb place, as well as convenient one, 

M. T \LLEYRAND ISA SUBSCRIBER. 

In the pleafing expectation of feeing you once more 
among us, I fubferibe for myfelf, as well as for Gal- 
lois, Talleyrand, Erigone, and our family, 

Your moft faithful . 

\Zth February , 1 798. 



Pray are you continuing your fpeculations on the 

great events ? are you in the prefs ?— Dr. G has 

written us that he has fent to your order the books you 
wrote.— Is there any thing here that we can lend you? 

P.S. If pot or pearl afh could be fent, and a cre- 
dit of nine or twelve months given, it would anfwer 
the fame purpofe as if it was fent from the works. I 
fhall then be in full cam to anfwer it. 

The firfl opportunity, the French tranflation of my 
Swifs Travels— for I have no Englifh copy in my pof- 
fe lion. — It is tranQated with great elegance by M. Say, 
Redacteur of the Decade Philofophique.— I flatter my- 
felf you will approve the fpirit in which it is written. 

With 
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With the warmeft wifhes for your happinefs, and for 
all who are dear to you, believe me ever, 
My dear Sir, 

Your moft affectionate 

My mother and filler are well, and I have two 
charming little nephews— the eldeft is already an ex- 
cellent republican. 

In another Hand. 

I SNATCH a little fcrap of M's paper, to recal 
myfelf to your remembrance, and to remind you, my 
dear fir, that we count the feafons for the fulfilment of 
your promife to your friends in this part of the world. 
—All heie remember you with thofe fentiments of 
refpect and affection, and regret your lofs with that un- 
affected concern to which you have fuch claim. We 
hope the period is not diftant when thofe requefts will 
ceafe. — 



FINIS. 
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Now in the Prefs and will be Jhortly publijhed by ths 
Printer hereof 

The following new, very celebrated, and interefling Work, viz.. 

Dr. Robertfbn's Hiftory of Britijh America: 

Containing, The Hiftory of VIRGINIA to the year 1688, and 
the Hiftory o NEW-ENGLAND to the year 1652, being all 
the Doctor had completed previous to his death. It has lately 
been given to the Public with a Preface by his Son at Edinburgh, 
has already patted through three or four editions, and has been 
•trar, Hated and publifhed in French at Paris. 

Mr. Robertfon in hit Preface obferves, 

" Dtiring the CQOrfe of a tedious illnefs, which he early forefaw 
would have a fat 1 termination, Dr. Kobertlbn at different times deftroy- 
ed many df his papers 1 But after his death, I found that part of the 
Hiftor> of Briiifli America which he had wrote many years before, and 
which is now offered to the Public. It is written with his own hand, as 
all his works were; it is as carefully corrected as any part of his Ma- 
miici ipts which-I have ever feen ; and he had thought it worthy of be- 
ing preferved, as it cfcaped the flames to which io many other papers had 
been committed. I read it with the utmoft attention; but, before I 
came to any refolution about the publication, I put the MSS. into the 
hands of fome of thole friends whom my father ufed to confult on fuch 
occaiions, as it would have been rafhnefs and preiumption in me, to 
have trultcd to my own partial decifion. It was peruied by fome other 
perfons alfo, ,n whole tafte and judgement I have the greaieft confi- 
dence : By all of them I was encouraged to offer it to the Public, as a 
fra ment curious and interefling in itielf, and not inferior to any of 
my father's other works." 

The Editor of the Paris Edition of the foregoing Work in his advertifetncr.t of its 
Publication apof/rophizes it in the following manner. 

« Every tiling enfurss fuccefs to this Volume; the talents and reputation of 
the Author, and the imprcfii >n ftill recent in the minds of all who have read the 
excellent work, of which this is the completion— all confpire to give it an exten- 
iive fpread. The Hiftory of America was the mafter-piece of one of the two ablefr, 
nr rather one of the two only modern hiftorians. He has created this part of 
hiftory, diftinguiihed this chaos of the New World, diftinguiihed with the hand 
of a ra after the part of genius, fortune, courage and crime, and conquered as it 
were, America, for literary, commercial, and political Europe, 

** To enfure this laft: volume circulation, ic is neceflary only to name its au- 
thor, and to remark, it pofTefles all that acutenefs of obfervation, that perfpicuity 
of expofition, the art of referring effects to caufes, and of mingling with the ac- 
count ■ f events, the wholefomeft and moft approved principles of morals and po- 
litics, for which this writer was fo eminently confpicuous— -In Ihort, that it ex- 
hibits the talents of Robartfon." 
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Propofes to print by Subfcription, 

The Philadelphia Price-Current, 
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On the following Conditions. 
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An Enquiry into the 

DUTIES of the Female Sex. 

By THUMAS GISBORNE, M. A. 

The following am«ng others are the principal Subjects of this ufeful Work. 

Female Education. Of the mode of introducing Young Women into general Society. 
Female umvarfation and Epiftolary Correfpondencc. Dreft. Amusements. Exctfs in 
the Purfuits of Amuftmatts. Employment of time. Confederations antecedent to 
Mama e. Duties of Matrimonial Life, with a vino to different Situations and 
Circumftanres. Parental Duties. Duties of the middle Period of Life. Duties of 
the Decline of Life. 

^ From the Title of the foregoing W"rk it may perhaps be imagined, that the 
Enquiry is altogether and exclnfively direfled to the Duties of the Female Sex : It 
therefore, may not he unneceffary, or unujeful, to remark, that many of the Chapters 
contain Matter relative to the ConduEi of both Sexes, and particularly thofc tvlicb 
relate to the— Duties of matrimonial Lif— Parental Duiic— .Duties of the Middle 
Period— and of the Decline »f Life. And the Reader of cither Sex, that perujes tbit 
Work with a View of gaining Information leading to fubftantMl Pleafure, will affur- 
edly not he difapp'/mted. In Fail, it is a Work interefling to the Happincfs of Soci- 
ety, and mull be ufeful wherever read; tending not only to point out in eafy and en- 
gaging Lan^ua^e. tie Pctbs that Lad the youthful Mind to Happincfs and Comfort, 
but thofe alfo, in the Walk of which, the Parent and she Middle Period of Life fh all 
find fine ere Delight, and declining Tears render thcmfel-ves comfortable and happy luitb 
all around tbem. 

The following; BOOKS with many others may be bad of faid HUMPHREYS. 

Th- BOTANIC GARDEN, a Poem, in two Parts. Part I. containing the 
Economy of Vegetation Part II. the Loves of the PI nts. With Philofo- 
phic.il Notes. By Erafmus Darwin. M. D. F. R. S. 

ZOONOM1A ; or the Laws of Organic Life. By Erafmus Darwin, M. D. F. R. S. 

DISSERTATIONS on the PROPHECIES which have been remarkably fulfil- 
led; and a: this time are fulfill ng in the world. By Thomas Newton, D. D. 
late Bifliop of Briftol. 

NATURAL PRINCIPLES of RECTITUDE for the Condua of Man in all 
States and Situations c-f Life. By Johan. D. Grofs. D. D. and Minifter of 
the German rcf rmed Church in the City of New-York, and Profcflor of Mo- 
ral Philofophy, Geography and Chronology in Columbia College. 

ESSAYS on the following interefting fubjefts. Government. Revolutions. 
The Britilh ContVitution. Kingly Government. Parliamcn'ary Reprefentation 
and Reform. Liberty and Equality- Taxation. The nrefent Wax and 
the Stagnation of Credit as connected with it. By John Young, Minifter of 
the Gofpel, at Hawick, in Scotland. 

ANDRE ; A Tragedy in five afts : as p"rformed by the Old American Company, 
New-York, March 30, 1708. To which are added Authentic Documents, 
refpefting Major Andre; confiftinp of Letters to Mifs Seward, the Cow Chace, 
Proceedings of the court martial, &c. 

The SECRET TRIBUNAL; A new Play, juft publifhed. By Mr. Boadcn, 
Author or Fontainville Foreft. 

QUASHY, or the Coal-F/.ack-Maid; a Poem juft publifhed. 

BIBLES, Teftaments, Dictionaries, Fables, Affiftants, Spelling Books, &c. &c. 

At fane Place may be bad a Variety of common and -very bejl 

Pocket and Pen Knives : 
Alfo Genuine Patent Medicines. 
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